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Summary of reasons 
for classification: 

The T-shirt Dodgee Mother Fucker is classified as: 

Unrestricted. 

The garment is produced in New Zealand as a casual fashion item for teenagers and young adults. 
The text on the T-shirt is a play on words that appropriates the tide of an American baseball team. 
The term "Mother fucker" is highly offensive to the New Zealand public in general. However, the 
potential for serious harm arising from availability of the T-shirt is limited. This particular design 
has been marketed for approximately eight years. The words are small in relation to the total 
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surface of the T-shirt. They are not intended to express aggression or contempt. The dominant 
effect of the T-shirt is little different from numerous similar items of casual clothing with 
prominent printed logos referencing aspects of American popular culture. 

The New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 requires that limitations on the availability of a 
publication are reasonable and demonstrably justifiable in a democratic society. After considering 
the T-shirt under the criteria of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993, the 
Classification Office concludes that the availability of the T-shirt, while likely to cause offence to 
some people, is unlikely to injure the public good. The Act distinguishes between offence and 
injury. Offence is insufficient to warrant a restriction that could be defended as reasonable and 
demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society. Free and democratic societies such as New 
Zealand generally tolerate considerable freedom to express one's self through clothing, including 
clothing that offends but stops short of being injurious to the public good. The T-shirt is therefore 
classified as unrestricted, butwith a recommendation that it is not suitable for children and young 
teenagers. 
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